Welcome to Christ Presbyterian Church of New Haven!

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us in worship this Lord's Day.
It is our sincere hope and prayer that you will know the saving presence, power, love and authority of our King and Savior

Jesus Christ as a result of our time spent together in worship.

We would also like to get more acquainted with you, so please take the time to fill out the register as it comes
down your row during the announcements. Please use the prayer card located in the inside pocket qf the register or the back
cj pews to communicate your prayer requests or other concerns and place it in the basket on the back table as you leave the

worship service. Your requests are prayed for during the week.
We also hope you will join us for coffee & tea following the worship service.

As a church, we value family worship, and therefore children of all ages are welcome to join us in the worship
service at their parents’ discretion. However, childcare is available (off of the foyer area - Children’s Education Wing)
for parents who wish to take advantage of it (there is no age restriction).  Please do not hesitate to ask a greeter for

assistance.
Introduction and Welcome to CPC - please pick up)lourfree copy on the table located at thefoyer entrance.

Our Offices are adjacent to the sanctuary. Core office hours at CPC are from 8:30 am to 2:30 pm Monday-
Thursday. Should you need to use our facilities, please call our Administrator to make arrangements. ~We are currently
building a unique library and reading room containing various selections of books, journals, children's literature and tapes
(Library is located in our balcony area). Selections may be checked out or you are welcome to drop by for a reading break

_from your busy schedule.

Parking - On Sundays, p]ease reserve the on-site parking ot for our visitors & parents with small children. In courtesy
to our neighbors, please do not park in front of Bradley St. homes, but use the RIS parking lot located next door. During
the week, please contact our administrator for parking information as most of our spaces are rented out during the week.

And, for safety reasons, exit the lot on the Bradley Street side only. Thank you.

Log onto: christpresnewhaven.org for more information or calendar events.
You may also call 777-6960 and press 5 to hear weekly events.

CD’s qf sermons are available upon request for $3 per CD. To order a copy, please fi]] out a request sheet (located in the
Media Center/Reading Room in the Fellowship Hall) and place your payment into the container labeled Media Payments.

As a church committed to Greater New Haven, we meet in the middle of the region we hope to serve and reach, which
consists Qf both downtown New Haven and the surrounding edge towns. We believe that the gospel transcends all ethnic,
social, and demographic boundaries. We are ambitious for the glory of God and aim to extend a Christ-centered gospel
throughout Greater New Haven.

We reuse bulletin covers - if you do not need one -
please place covers on the foyer table as you leave.



THE WORSHIP OF GOD

December 10, 2006

Prelude & Pre-Worship Meditation

Opening Songs of Praise and Worship

O Come, O Come, Emanuel

Service Order 4

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times once gave the law
In cloud and majesty and awe.

Refrain

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell Thy people save,

And give them victory over the grave.
Refrain

O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

And death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Refrain
O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heavenly home;

Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.

Refrain

8:30 & 10:30AM

#194



* Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!

O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near;

Praise Him in glad adoration.

Praise to the Lord, Who over all things so wondrously reigneth,
Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!

Hast thou not seen how thy desires ever have been

Granted in what He ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord, Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
If with His love He befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord, who with marvelous wisdom defend thee,
Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.

ponder anew what thee almighty will do.
if with his love he befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord, Who, when darkness of sin is abounding,
Who, when the godless do triumph, all virtue confounding,
Sheddeth His light, chaseth the horrors of night,

Saints with His mercy surrounding.

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him!

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him.
Let the Amen sound from His people again,

Gladly for aye we adore Him.

*Congregation Standing



WORSHIP THROUGH INVOCATION AND ADORATION

*Call to Worship: Psalm 104:33-35
Leader: I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;
People: I will sing praise to my God while I have my being.
Leader: May my meditation be sweet to Himy;
People: I will be glad in the Lord.
Leader: May sinners be consumed from the earth,
People: ~ And the wicked be no more.
Leader: To the Lord, Hallelujah!
People:  To the Lord, Hallelujah!

*Hymn of Praise: Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain: Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song?

Refrain

Come to Bethlehem and see

Christ Whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

Refrain
*Invocation and Prayer of Adoration
*Doxology (#733)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Praise Him above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost;

O Praise Him! O Praise Him! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

*Congregation Standing
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Old Testament Reading: Genesis 15
New Testament Reading: Romans 4:1-8
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord!
People:  Thanks be to God!

Instrumental Meditation
[Please take a moment to reflect on the reading of God’s Word]

WORSHIP THROUGH CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Corporate Confession:
[Participants may kneel or lean forward]

Leader: Let us confess our sins to God our Father.

People: Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out our
transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from our iniquities, and cleanse us from our sins. For we know our transgressions,
and our sin is ever before us. Against you, you alone, have we sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you
are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. Indeed, we were born guilty, sinners when our
mothers conceived us. Hide your face from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us clean hearts, O God,
and put new and right spirits within us. Do not cast us away from your presence, and do not take your Holy Spirit from

us, we pray through Him Who loved us and gave Himself for us, even our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
[Based upon Psalm s1]

Sing: O Thou that hear'st when sinners cry
Though all my crimes before Thee lie,
Behold them not with angry look,

But blot their memory from Thy book.

Private Confession

Absolution
Leader: Hear now God’s assurance of pardon:

Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression for the remnant of his inheritance?
He does not retain his anger forever, because he delights in steadfast love. [19] He will again have compassion
on us; he will tread our iniquities under foot. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.

Micah 7:18-19

Pastoral Prayer
[Participants may be seated]

Prayer for our Members: Rufus Howard, Morgan Hume

Specia1 Needs: Christmas service. Wallingford Community Group.

Mission to the World:
New Zealand - Mr. Ken Austin, Mr. & Mrs. Cathy Ellis
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*Song of Response: In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found

He is my light, my strength, my song

This Cornerstone, this solid ground

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My Comforter, my All in All

Here in the love of Christ I stand

In Christ alone, who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
"Till on that cross as Jesus died

The wrath of God was satisfied

For every sin on Him was laid

Here in the death of Christ I live

There in the ground His body lay

Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day

Up from the grave He rose again

And as He stands in victory

Sin's curse has lost it's grip on me

For I am His and He is mine

Brought with the precious blood of Christ

No guilt in life, no fear in death

This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny

No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
"Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand

*Congregation Standing



WORSHIP THROUGH THE WORD

Sermon:  Images of Christ before Jesus: Christmas Lessons from Genesis
Part 2: Christ Our Guarantor Rev. Preston Graham

[Sermon notes located on page 15]

1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Fear not, Abram, I am your shield;
your reward shall be very great." 2But Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless,
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3And Abram said, "Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a
member of my household will be my heir." 4And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: "This man shall not be
your heir; your very own son shall be your heir." sAnd he brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven, and
number the stars, if you are able to number them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be.” 6And he
believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 7And he said to him, "I am the LORD who brought
you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.” 8But he said, "O Lord GOD, how am I to know
that I shall possess it?" gHe said to him, "Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three
years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10And he brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid each half over
against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. 1And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram
drove them away. 12As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness
fell upon him. 13Then the LORD said to Abram, "Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land
that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14But I will bring
judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15As for yourself,
you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 16And they shall come back here in the
fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 17When the sun had gone down and it was
dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. 180n that day the LORD made a
covenant with Abram, saying, "To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates, 19the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim,

21ithe Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites."
Genesis 15 (ESV)

WORSHIP THROUGH SACRAMENT
Introduction to the Lord’s Table

The Collection of the Communion of the Saints
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake

he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.
2 Corinthians 8:9

Collection Hymn: O Little Town Of Bethlehem (vs. 1 & 4) #201
[A good time to retrieve your children from childcare to experience the Lord’s Table, if so desired.]

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!



*Presentation of Gifts
[Please stand as we present our lives and gifts to Christ at His banquet table.]

...and they cast their crowns before the throne, singing, “You are worthy, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and

were created.”
Revelation 4:10-11

*Processional Hymn: All People That on Earth Do Dwell (#1)

All people that on earth do dwell,

sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;

him serve with fear, his praise forth-tell,
come ye before him and rejoice.

*Confession of Faith

Leader: Christians, what do you believe?

Congregation: We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and
invisible, and in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will never end. And we believe in the Holy
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets. We believe in the one holy catholic’ and apostolic church. We
affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to the life in the

world to come. Amen.
[Nicene Creed, 325 AD]

"That is, the true Christian church of all times and all places.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Pastor: Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Consecration

Invitation to the Lord’s Table
[We use wine in the Lord’s Supper, believing it to be the biblical element used. We provide grape juice for those who, out of conscience or
reasons of health, do not partake of wine. Grape juice is in the outer rim.]

*Congregation Standing



Words of Institution

Sharing the Bread and Cup

Prayers for those not communing:

~Prayer for those searching

Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am loved, the more I
need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. Nothing seems to satisfy me. “Nothing tastes.”
Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are restless until they find their rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is
true, and if as the Bible teaches there is life and life eternal in Christ alone, please guide me to him. Open me to the
reality of the one who alone can satisfy my restless heart. Give me the courage to believe that which I cannot see but
can understand, feel and touch through the word, sacraments and church family. Lord I want to believe, please help
me in my unbelief! Amen.

~Prayer of belief

Lord God, I now see that I am weaker and more flawed than I ever before believed, but in Christ, I am more
loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. Even as I have not loved you or my neighbor with all of my heart, you
have shown your love for me in that while I am still sinning, Christ died for me and took upon himself the
condemnation that I deserve. I now know that You owe me nothing for my efforts, but you offer acceptance, love
and blessing into all eternity because of Christ’s efforts on my behalf. I therefore ask that you would enable me to
turn away from trusting in my own efforts to gain your acceptance and forgiveness, and trust in the perfectly
righteous efforts of Christ on my behalf in order to be accepted by you and entered into your holy family. And just as
you raised Christ from the dead, so too I ask that you would give me a new life in Christ, one that will lead
eventually to heaven itself. Thank you for Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit to believe in him alone for my
salvation. And as You have called us to follow You in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship in Your
church, grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with Your people, and live in the fullness of Your Spirit.
Amen.



*Closing Hymn: Crown Him With Many Crowns #2095

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne;
hark! how the heav’nly anthem drowns all music but its own:
awake, my soul, and sting of him who died for thee,

and hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity.

Crown him with Lord of love; behold his hands and side,
rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified:
no angel in the sky can fully bear that sight,

but downward bends his burning eye at mysteries so bright.

Crown him the Lord of peace; whose pow’r a scepter sways
from pole to pole, that wars may cease, absorbed in prayer and praise:
his reign shall know no end; and round his pierced feet

fair flow’rs of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet.

Crown him the Lord of years, the Potentate of time;
Creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime;
all hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me:

thy praise shall never, never fail throughout eternity.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

*Gloria Patri (#735)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen!

*Benediction
Leader: Peace be to the whole community, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. Ephesians 6:23

People: Thanks be to God! Hallelujah!

Postlude

*Congregation Standing
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Sermon Notes
Genesis 15
Images of Christ before Jesus: Christmas Lessons from Genesis
Part 2: Christ Our Guarantor

Exposition:

Main Point:

Inferences:

[Music reprinted by permission - CCL #745254]
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